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  Dear Hearst Families: March 31, 2020 

It is hard to believe how much has changed in such a short amount of time.  I hope everyone is staying 
healthy. As we all try to help our children adjust to new routines, I hope you are taking time to 
understand all the new information being shared. I know many parents are now trying to manage work, 
manage childcare, and supervise educational activities, which is very stressful and frankly exhausting. 
As a parent myself, I am finding this to be incredibly challenging. On top of all of this, I know many of us 
are very concerned about family members who are perhaps more compromised due to age or 
pre-existing conditions. Please know that while we want to support your child's education to the best of 
our ability during this time, our primary hope is that you are all staying physically and emotionally 
healthy. Please keep the lines of communication open with us so we can find ways to support not just 
the whole child, but the whole family. 

As a staff, we have continued to meet virtually, and teacher teams have been planning together to 
provide additional activities to deliver to students for the weeks of March 31st and April 13th. The week 
of April 6th is still being designated as spring break, and students are not being asked to complete 
additional assignments that week. Some grade levels are sharing one week of work at a time, so 
parents will receive additional information after spring break if only receiving work for this week right 
now. 

The new assignments will be available to families in both digital and non-digital forms. If parents have 
access to digital tools at home, instructions and packets can be accessed on our Hearst Website: 
Hearst.cps.edu.  Students can turn in assignments digitally, and teachers will be reviewing assignments 
regularly to monitor student progress and update student grades. As announced by the state, grades 
can be entered if they have a positive impact on a student's overall grade. We want all students to be 
completing the critical elements of the work packets so teachers are able to continue assessing 
progress. We know that scheduling is challenging, and we are asking our staff to share schedules with 
parents to help families pace the amount of work completed on a daily basis. These schedules will be 
developed this week, and will definitely be part of our communication for the week of April 13th.  

If parents would like to pick up copies of the student work packets instead of accessing digitally, the 
packets will be available at Hearst beginning on Tuesday,, March 31st between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
1 p.m. each day.   In an effort to support social distancing, we ask families to only send one person, and 
to follow the schedule below when picking up packets: 

  9:00-10:00 a.m.   Grades PK-2 
10:00-11:00 a.m.   Grades 3-5 
11:00-12:00 p.m.   Grades 6-8 
12:00-1:00 p.m.     All Cluster Programs (Rooms 105, 110, 221, & 209) 
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Weather permitting, we will have a table set up outside, and we ask that parents share the student 
name/homeroom with the admin so we can hand you the materials. Please note that meal service is 
also still available every day at Hearst between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

As you may have read in the news, the state will begin classifying the days after March 31st as "Remote 
Learning Days" instead of "Act of God Days". In the coming days, parents will receive more information 
from the district about our remote learning plan. As we await more guidance from the district, I can 
assure you that Hearst teachers have already been planning to extend the instructional content beyond 
the current enrichment activities, and we will do everything we can to provide your child with work that 
is meaningful and purposeful. We will alert parents when new materials are needed, and we will 
communicate clear plans helping students access everything they need to complete the work that is 
assigned. We will be working on a plan to allow students to take home devices, so that information will 
also be forthcoming. 

We are excited to announce that the district has enabled a feature in the Google suite called Google 
Meets which will allow teachers and students to begin video conferencing together. Teachers will be 
sharing more information about Google Meets next week.  

We recognize that introducing teacher-student video conferencing may be challenging in some 
households due to multiple students, sharing devices with other family members, and lower bandwidth. 
I can assure you that these are all things we are taking into consideration as we begin to utilize this 
instructional tool. Some teachers might begin to host morning meetings with students next week in an 
effort to re-establish connections and facilitate simple check-ins with students. These sessions will be 
carefully scheduled, and they are completely optional. If a student is unable to attend, it is okay. But we 
hope everyone will do their best to join as we would love to see and hear from our students! 

We will also continue to post on Class DoJo as needed, and we will continue to update the website on a 
daily basis. Please check these as often as you can to stay updated. 

A member of the admin team will be in the building every day between the hours of 8:30 and 1:30 p.m., 
so parents can call the office with any questions.  Both administrators will also respond to emails very 
quickly, so please reach out to us at any time. 

Finally, I know we will recover from this difficult time. It is a challenge, but we are up for it.  

The Hearst staff is here to support you, and we look forward to seeing all of you virtually in the coming 
days. Until then . . . . . 

Stay Healthy! 
Mrs. Chrobak 
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